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The Orthodox Jewish Community of Jerusalem which is organised
as the Vaad Hair Ha—Ashkenasi ( Council of the Ashkenasic Jewish
Community of Jerusalem) has the honour of extending its hearty
and respectful welcome to the members of the UNITED NATIONS
SPRCIAL COMMITTEE ON PAIRSTINE wupon their arrival in the Holy
Tand on an exalted mission, having been charged by the United
~ Nations with the task of restoring peace and Jjustice in the
Holy -Liand, a'couhtrj to which the eyes of the peoples of ther
world are f*cused. We pray that the Almighty may bestow HLS
blessings on your work and councils, may guide you along the right
path, may grant you the highestdivine intelligence and may crown
your work with SUCCEES . : :

INTRODUCTORY

Our Orthodox Community Council being the cldest Council
of the Orthodcox Community in the Hély Land represents those Jews
who are logal to the Laws of Moses as handed down from generation
to generation. A substantial part of our mewmbers are the direct
posterity of the original founders of the Jewish Y ishuv of many
centuries ago. It has the honour of presenting to you the follow-
ing memorandum which deals with the basic ideas on the Palestine
problem and the just demands of that Council which refer in
particular to Article 4 of the terms of reference of your Committee
‘as drawn up by the United Nations Organisation, the successér ef
the defunet League of Nations. '

PART L
1. The ancient right of the People of Isrsel to the Land of Israsl.

In approaching what is commonly called the Palestine
problem and in trying to find a Jjust and suitable solution it is
imperative that the history of the Holy Land and its correlation
with the Jewish Peolle be viewed in their proper perespective. In-
deed frem the day'onwards on which the Lord said to Abrahams
" Arise, walk through the Land, in the length of it and in the
breadth, for I will give it unto thee" (Genesis, 13, 17), this
country was predestined to be the land of domicile for the
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Pe&%le of Israél. However, this predestination, this divine promiss,

has its basis but in religloni for only loyalty fo HIS Laws &nd
Teachingg aid fundamenbtal application of that Law in Is%ael 8
public and private life will éntitle them te the name "Pdople of
Israel" and only then can the term " Land of Israel" apply to this
Land as it is said: " And ye shall be untz me & klnngF o prlests
and & holy nation" (Bxodus 19; & ) and further: " For thou art a
holy pésple unto the Lord, thy G“d." (Druteronsmy 7, 6 ). The in-
terrelation betwesn the Land of Israel and the People of Israel
rises and falls with the degree and intensity with which they ful-
- 4l the Holy Law. Past experience proves that Israel fell easy
prey to their enemies whenever they deviated from the path pres-
cribed in the Holy Bible, a fact to which the chapters of the 0ld
Testament bear eloquent evi{ence. It is this interrelsation between
the pedple of Israel and the Land of Israel which makes the ful-
filment of certain commandments dependent on the soil of the Holy

N

Land, commandments which cannst possibly be observed in any ether

country.

2. Unbreken settlement by Jews throughout the ages.

Eence, even after the dispersicn, when Israel were scattered
to the four corners of the world to atone‘for thelr sins and pre~
pare themselves for the great task of being a holy nation afd of
being fit enece agaln to live in the Land of their Promise, Jews -
loyal to the traditicn of their ferefathers have not severed the
cennections with the Land even for short intervals, Though unable -
to fulfil all the commandments ®hile residing abroad, particularly
those relating to the soil of this T.and, they have coanstantly
directed and‘arranged.their prayers with their faces towards the
Holy Land in acececrdance with I Kings 8, 4% : " ind pray unto thee
towards Hheir land"é ' '

. The best of Israel endeavoured to visit the Holy Land at
least once in their lives and at later perieds, when transport ani
traffic connectiens became easier, these loyal Jews began to Te—
turn to the Holy Land to live permanently therein in holiness and
purity and literally applied the verse (Psalms 102, 14):" Por thy

ant
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servants take pleasure in her stones and favour the dust thereof.”

The relation between the peeple of Israel and the Land of

- Israel being an ancient and permanent religious tie, Providence
ha s seen to it that throughout the long history of this Land
Jews were never to abandon it entirely untll their hold had agaln
improved by the return of the Jews in greater numbers., N

% ThE‘early Jewish Communities.

The banishment of Jews from-Spain resulted in whe re-estab- _
lishment of such Jews in the Holy Land, which exist to this very
day. Almost two hundred years ago corthodox Jews from other Hurogean
countries began to réturﬁ in substantial groups and it Was\then
that the first Council of Ashkenasic Jews was set up, laying the,
foundation for those communities which continued to develop and
expand ever since.

4. Good neighbourly relations with other sections of the population

During no period of the immigration of such orthodox FEuropean
Jews was any opposition offered by the Arab population. On the con—
trary these Jews were welcomed on account of economic benefits a nd
general progress that accrued to the local inhabitants who had no
‘fear whatsoever of being subjugated. It was common knowledge that
these Jews came but for the purpose of fulfilling certain religious
reﬁuirements and ‘they had no difficulty in establishing mutual
trﬁst,and real friendship developed with all sections of the
community. That was the time when good'naighbburly‘relationS'existm
ed between Jews and Arabs and in particular Rabbis and eminent
scholars who then lead the Jewish Community were greatly esteemed
and honoured by &all 1nhab1tants. )

-
i

5e Palestlne under the Mandate.

E)
With the occupation of Paiestlne bv Hls Brltannlo Majesty’ S,

Forces and after the confirmation of the Mandate over Palestine by
the League of Nationms, which incorporated the_Balfour Declaratien
of 1017 a mew era opened in the history of the Holy Land. We.

[TAl
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Orthodox Jéws whose forefathers promoted the development of the
:Jew1sh Ylﬂhuv throughout the generations,who for many centuries
constltut ed The most important element of the Yishuv in the
Holy Land, were alwags on the very best terms with ail sections
of the Community. We had hoped- that the real purpose of the
Mandate would e the promotion of a ﬁational Home to which all
ngs whe lived in the Diaspora mighﬁ be able to'retur n ag their
Heme Land in order to live here in accordance with the Command—
rents of the Almighty. It was only upon the first appesrance

. of the Zionist Organisation as a pelitical entity, created in.
and by the spirit of reform, a spirit e whish Orthodox Jewry

is go utterly opposed that the idea of the foundation of a Jewish
State in the Hely Land was first advanced.

Much trouble and endless bloodshed might have been avoided
if the Mandate were to have been applied in the manner hoped'for
by Orthodox dewry. If in addition the various Jewish Communities
in the country had been organised aldng traditional:lines of
truly Jewish Law, by actively applying the Léws of Moses to the
public affairs of the Holy Land, we are convinced that the
country would have remained at ﬁeace and the dangers inherent
in prevailing conditions might never have arisen, Moreover, ‘the
colossal massacre of millions of ouf brethren at the hands ef
Nazism during the second Worid War night have been averted to
~a very substantisl degree for many of them ﬁight nave been able
to live peacefully in the Holy Land as there would have bken no3
the slightedt justification for the limitations of Jewish immi-
~.gration as have in fact been enforced during the last decade.

However, it ie a regrettable fact that a ssrious blunder
was cemmitted at the time by recognising first the leaders of -
Zionism and then the Jewish Agency as official representation
of the Jewish pepulation and by handing the keys of immigration
to that body which conSists of Zionists and noﬁ—ZiopistS Who
are united in their opposition to the aspplication of religion
to public life and they have succeeded in bringing to this
country free-thinking péople like themselves who blecked the
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way of immigration of myriads of Orthodox Jews. Only after pro-
longed and forceful representations Supporte& by‘the Government
of Palestine did they agree to issue small numbersof certificates
for immigration also to Orthodox Jews. They have thus succeeded
in streng%hen"ing theilr position by brihging in elements of the
population who were faithful to their aims and ideals and have
‘founded Jewish Communities throughout the country whose very
spirit is,contrary to the requirements of Jewish Taw and have
~thereby furthered their hold in the'countryj by insisting on the
creation ef a Jewish State therein. This. arouse the fear of our
Arab neighbours in connection with further Jewish immigration
and thus started the determined oppositiop on the pért of the
Arabs againsf Jewish immigration.

6. Palestine as a State.

From the times of King Salomen to our very days the Holy
Land was either united with Trans-Jordan or attached to Syrie or
Turkey. Western Paléstine was never a single and independedt entity
and certainly a part of that cannot possibly constitute an inde-
pendent state, as envisaged in the various plans that are dis-
cussed from time to time.

However, the basic reason.for our opposition to an indepen-
dent Jewish State is That in prevailing circumstances where the
officially recognised representation of the Jewish people does
not consider the authority of the Holy Law as binding in the pub-
lic affairs of the Jewish People, there wan be no guarantee that
the religious needs and requirements of Orthodox~Jewry will be -
observed in the Laws of such & Jewish State and it is contrary
to the wishes of G'd to create a Jewish State which will not keep
Traditional Jewisgh Law as the basis of Law in public affairs.in the
Holy Land. | |

7. Digecriminatory Land Laws.

The discriminatory Land Laws as at present enforced are in
open conflict with the principles of the Unlted Nations Charter
which demand that there be no discrimination against any race or
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creed. The Jews being. in Palestine'by an ancient histork right
which was acknowledged and confirmed in modern times by The
terms of the Mandate, there is absclutely no basis in such laws

which in any event hamper the economic development of the Country

as & whole.

8. Summary of Part I

, Orthodox Jewry has not the slightest intention of subjugating
any section of the population of the Holy Land. We merely demand
that the gates of Palestine be opened to all those Jews who have
no home and enable them to live here Jewish lives in accordance
with the commandments of the Lord. However, in order to avoid
the continuation of the unténable position as gel out in the
iast paragraph-of section 5 we suggest that the keys of Jewish
imnigretion be placed into the hande of the Govermment of this
contry.

We furthermcore wikh to express our definite opposition to
a Jewigh State in any part of Pzlestine which is not based on
the principles of Traditional Jewish Law.

We also demand categorically the abolishon of the discrimina~
tory Land Laws as at present enforced,

. "



